
  

Chelsham & Farleigh Parish Council 

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council of Chelsham & Farleigh 
held at Farleigh Hall on 4th November 2019 

Present:    Cllr. Jan Moore - Chair 
   Cllr. Lesley Brown 
   Cllr. Barbara Lincoln 
   Cllr. Peter Cairns 
   Cllr. Jeremy Pursehouse (Parish & District Councillor) 
   
   Mrs Maureen Gibbins (Locum Clerk)  

Agenda 

 1. Welcome and apologies for absence  
  Apologies were received from Parish Cllr. Nancy Marsh, County Cllr. Becky 

Rush and the Parish Clerk, Michelle Richards. 

 2. Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest by Councillors of personal 
pecuniary interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interests, 
and whether the member regards the interest to be prejudicial under the 
terms of the new Code of Conduct.  Anyone with prejudicial interest must, 
unless an exception applies, or a dispensation has been issued, withdraw 
from the meeting.   

  There was no specific declaration of interest although all the Councillors have 
an interest in the area due to living in the Parish. 

 3. Minutes of the meeting dated 7th October previously circulated to be ap-
proved.        

  The minutes of the meeting held on 7th October were agreed and signed by the 
Chairman of the meeting.  It was agreed that draft minutes will be posted on 
the Parish Notice Board if uploading to the website is not possible.  

  4. A period of ten minutes are available for the public to express a view or 
ask a question on relevant matters on the following agenda. The public are 
welcome to stay and observe the rest of the meeting.   

  There was two member of the public in attendance; both were present to ob-
serve the meeting however one of the attendees had also expressed an interest 
in serving on the Parish Council.    The Chairman gave a brief update regarding 



the format of the Parish and invited the resident to contact the Locum Clerk if 
he had any questions. 

 5. Planning.  
  The Chairman confirmed that the Locum Clerk had submitted the Parish Coun-

cils objection regarding Greenlawns to the Inspector.  Cllr Pursehouse reported 
that the planning officer had a tour of the site and took photos.  Letters from 
residents had also been submitted to the Inspector. 

 6. Local Plan -  
  Cllrs Pursehouse and Morrow will be appearing at the Examination on behalf 

of Warlingham Parish Council on 6th November.  Cllr Pursehouse reported that 
the neighbouring district of Sevenoaks had been requested to withdraw their 
plan as it was no sufficient for examination. 

 7. District Councillor and County Councillor Updates 
  Cllr Pursehouse reported that the new refuse bins are being delivered week 

commencing 11th November.    Cllr Pursehouse also reported that the Chief 
Executive has left TDC and that the Director of Place has resigned due to ill 
health.  There is over £1.4 million deficit.  A new way of working at TDC 
which is ‘customer first’ and this has cost money due to locums having to fill 
some of the roles temporarily.   Council tax increase will be capped at 2.5% or 
£5.    

  County Cllr. Rush submitted a report which is detailed below: 
  Community allocation – Cllr Rush chased the leader this week to see if he had 

had any success with securing the funds  and this was still being followed up.  
  Postscript - following the meeting confirmation was received that £1k of 

funding had been agreed from a separate allocation. 
  Cllr Rush requested suggestions for other projects to be funding from the 

community fund. 
 Farleigh Court Rd is on the surface dressing list to be done pre Christmas.  Cllr  
 Rush went for a drive along with the highways officer to look at the    
 vegetation.  It is the vegetation that belongs to the land owners/farmers.  Cllr  
 Rush’s first suggestion is that the Parish Council write to landowners to request 
 they cut back the trees and hedges impinging on the road as the Parish will   
 have a register of who owns which bits of land 
 There has recently been a review of small safety schemes for the division and  
 Cllr Rush has added a VAS for Harrow Road which was considered a good idea 
 by the officers. 
 A resident has contacted Cllr Rush regarding drainage on Farleigh Court Road.  
 Drainage generally needs some attention and she will be raising the drainage  
 issue generally with the cabinet member, however something that may be   



 worth considering is asking the local farmer to clean out the grips at the worst  
 places. 
 The CRC’s are not closing and Bond Road and Chaldon Road will be acting as  
 at team to ensure satisfactory cover. 

 8.  Signs Update - this is ongoing.  

 9.  Chelsham Common - The maintenance contract tender  for grass cutting, 
hedges and trees is being drafted.  It was agreed this would be circulated to 
Councillors prior to being issued. 

  Cllr Cairns confirmed there had been a reported issue of fly tipping on the 
common and that Cllrs names had been used inappropriately.  It was confirmed 
that the issue was not flytipping but agreed provision of soil to build up the 
banking of the pond. 

  It was agreed that Facebook should be used a communication site to inform 
residents of activities 

  
   10. Finance -  The following payments were proposed by Cllr Jeremy Pursehouse 

and seconded by Cllr Peter Cairns.  All Councillors were in agreement. 

     Mrs. M Richards    October Salary                                     £   925.00 

 Mrs M Gibbins       Locum Clerk - October hours -39     £   987.15 

 ICO - registration           40.00 

    11. Review proposed budget and agree precept  
 There was general discussion regarding the draft budget, together with an ad 
 ministration breakdown, which had been previously circulated and was tabled  
 at the meeting.   It was agreed that the precept should be increased £19,045.95  
 which amounts to an approximate increase of 2.2% increase for band D.    
 There followed suggestions for ways in which to raise the Parish Council’s  
 profile and these included new benches on the common and an event for the  
 residents.   
 Action: Clerk                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                          
    12.  Highways/Footpaths and Bridleways 
 The path from the Bowls Club and Daniels Lane require clearance.  It was   
 agreed the Councillors will walk the footpaths to identify which areas are in  
 urgent need of clearance.   The areas to be reported to Cllr Rush for  
 prioritisation. 
 Action: ALL 

13. Correspondence - circulated to all councillors on receipt 
 It was agreed going forwards the Council meetings will commence at 7:30pm. 



 Cllr Pursehouse reported he will laying a wreath a Warlingham Memorial on  
 Remembrance Sunday; Cllr Brown will be laying a wreath on behalf of the   
 Parish Council. 

 Warlingham Christmas lights switch on is scheduled for Saturday 16th  
 November. 

   14.  Items for Future Agenda - co option to be on next agenda 

2105 meeting closed 


