
CHELSHAM & FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council of Chelsham & Farleigh held 
at Farleigh Hall, on 3rd September 2018. 

PRESENT  Tony Roberts  
                    Peter Cairns 

 Mike Webb 
 David Marden 
 Jan Moore 
 David Hodge( Surrey County Council) 
 Jeremy Pursehouse( Tandridge District Councillor) 
 Michelle Richards ( Clerk in attendance) 

The meeting opened at 8.33pm under the chairmanship of Tony Roberts. 

Members of the public -  7.58pm - 8.33pm 
It was asked if the planning meeting taking place this Thursday for Greenlawns 
would be deferred again or if it would be near to the final stages of the process. 
Tony advised that if it was to be passed by the planning committee then there 
wouldn't be much the Parish Council or any other parties could do. Tony noted 
that inappropriate development was the main refusal put forward by Chelsham 
& Farleigh Parish Council, however unfortunately this is no longer applicable 
due to the new National Planning Frame work. Jeremy noted that Simon Mor-
row will be attending the committee meeting and will be submitting a refusal to 
the application on the grounds of it having a huge detrimental effect to the 
countryside.Tony noted that this time round no one is able to add any further 
comments to the planning application, however he will be attending the meet-
ing on Thursday and has 3 minutes allocated to convey why the application 
should be refused. It was noted that the access for the fields near Greenlawns is 
not noted on the plans only the bridleway, Jeremy advised he would look into 
this.  It was asked how many other sites had been looked into by Croydon 
Council before ‘settling’ for Greenlawns and Jeremy noted that no other sites 
have been looked into as GreenLawns is an existing site and has the in-
frastructure already in place and the land is owned by Croydon Council. 

1.Welcome and apologies for absence  
 Mike Kan, Alex Butler and Cindy Steer.  

2.Declaration of Interest by Councillors  
In view of the proximity of Councillors homes in relation to the area and layout 
of the hamlets which make up Chelsham & Farleigh all Councillors declared a 
personal interest in the agenda items. 



3. Minutes of meeting dated 4th July had been previously circulated and were 
duly approved. 

4.Matters Arising from Minutes  - Tony noted that he wrote to the Police 
Highways department about the fast cars driving around the Common and 
Harrow Road. Although Tony received an acknowledgement email from them 
nothing has been received since.  

5. Planning 
To discuss planning application 

High view - Tony noted that there was no update at present, but TDC are still 
working on what enforcement can be taken with the application that has al-
ready been refused.  

Greenlawns - it was agreed everything was covered at the start of the meet-
ing, so there would be no further discussion needed. However, Tony and Jere-
my will meet up to discuss further. ACTION: Tony 

    2018/1642 - no comment 
    T569 - Pollard to 6m. T570 - Pollard to 6m. T571 - Pollard to 6m. 

T588 - Pollard to 6m. T591 - Pollard to 6m. T607 - Pollard to ^m. 
T727 fell. 

     Great Park Wood, West Parkside, Chelsham null. 

6. Common Land 

 - Japanese knotweed - Peter Nightingale wrote a letter to the Parish Council 
to advise that he will no longer carry out Japanese knotweed services and this 
is due to residents making derogatory remarks and questioning his ability/qual-
ifications to do so. It was decided that we need to appoint someone with all the 
qualifications / licences to carry out these works in the future - especially with 
all the recent Health and Safely changes coming into force. It was suggested 
we contact Peter Cheese Wright to see if this would be something he would be 
interested in carrying out in the future. ACTION: Peter C 

Little Common - As agreed, via email in August,TreeRangers carried out 
emergency tree works on the trees that were overhanging the garage at Little 
Common and due to the overgrowth of the trees a few of the tiles on the garage 
have come off. Tony noted that he has been struggling to find a roofer to rein-
state the tiles on the garage and has asked if anyone knew of someone who 
would be interested in carry out these works. One of the residents who was at 
the meeting noted that he may know someone who could carry out the works, 
so it was agreed that he would exchange details with Tony at the end of the 
meeting in order to press forward with these works.Tony asked the councillors 
(which was previously sent via email) if they would agreed to a budget of 



£250.00 for these works to be carried out, it was agreed, by all, that this was 
ok. It was also noted that there is a Sycamore tree in the same location that 
needs to come out due to sizeable areas of decay/squirrel damage and the tree 
is now in danger of falling on the residents property or on the road. We have 
already received a quotation with full plans from TreeRangers and it was 
agreed that we will source 2 more to compare quotations. Clerk to source two 
more companies to carry out quotations and let Tony know when they are able 
to visit site. ACTION: Tony and Clerk. 

David M advised that he reported a water leak that is on Old Farleigh Common 
beside Old Farleigh Road to Sutton Water, who have attended site and marked 
where the leak is and nothing has been done since. It was agreed, by all, that 
the Clerk will contact Sutton Water to find out when the repair works will be 
carried out as it has been an issue for a good few weeks now. ACTION: Clerk 
to send a letter. 

Mike W noted that a new bridal sign for Farleigh Common( location 589) 
pointing to Little Park Wood is needed due to the old one being damaged. AC-
TION: Clerk to contact Mary Ann-Edwards. 

Peter noted that the byway sign on Ledgers Road has now fallen over and has 
been taken away. The sign was never placed back correctly since the new gate 
was installed by Nick Fuller. ACTION: Clerk to contact Mary Ann-Ed-
wards. 

7. Highways  
It was noted that Limpsfield Road near Botley Road needs to be resurfaced. 
David H advised that under the tarmac there is concrete which is not normally 
a material used when tarmacing a road and this in turn has been causing issues 
for the roadwork teams. However, David is aware of this issue and its been list-
ed to be looked into and worked on. 

Clerk advised of the costings for a new Saltbox for Scotshall Lane and all 
agreed that the Clerk can purchase as soon as possible, ready for the cold 
weather. ACTION: Clerk. 

8. Bob Anderson resignation/appointment of new councillor/vice chairman 
There were 3 candidates who joined the meeting this evening, however one of 
the candidates decided that she would wait until May 2019 elections. Jan 
Moore and Barbara Lincoln were the candidates that stood for co-option and 
after a discussion and vote it was agreed to co-op Jan Moore into the Parish 
Council, however all the councillors agreed that they would have liked Barbara 
to join the Parish Council too. Jan also agreed to be Vice Chairman for the 
Parish Council. Clerk to meet up with Jan to go through the appropriate paper-
work before the October meeting. ACTION: Tony/Clerk and Jan. 



9. Executive action -  Tony noted that he has been sending emails out over the 
past few weeks for financial approvals for the Councillors to respond too and 
he has not been receiving replies. Tony asked the Councillors if they would ap-
prove a set budget of £500.00 for any emergency works that may need to hap-
pen in the future. It was noted that each year we set and agree a budget at the 
start of each financial year for different areas of the Parish Council, Common 
works, administration items etc! Unless we go over that budget then the Clerk/
Chairman has the authority to approve emergency works and then ratified at the 
next council meeting. ACTION: Clerk and Tony. 

10. Tree Survey - it was agreed that a new tree survey needs to be completed 
as soon as possible. Clerk to source a few companies and review prices then 
report back to the Parish Council in the October meeting. ACTION: Clerk 

11. Health & Safety/Risk Assessments - Clerk advised she has put a policy 
together and will send out the councillors to review and then once agreed she 
will uploaded to the website. ACTION: Clerk and Councillors. 

12. Chelsham Common Gate and posts - Clerk advised that Nick Fuller has 
made the gate and will be carrying out the works by the end of September.  

13. Response to Local Plan update - Tony noted that he doesn’t feel 
Chelsham & Farleigh Parish can respond to the Regulation 19 consultation as it 
specifically only looks at the “Legal Compliance and Soundness” of the draft 
local plan 2033 and we do not have the expertise necessary”. 
Jeremy noted that this stage of the plan is for the developers to bring in their 
own QC’s and planning experts to ensure the plan is as it should be. Jeremy 
noted that if to many changes are proposed at this point then the government 
could make further changes and then the plan could be started from scratch 
which could mean housing allocations to each area maybe doubled. It was 
agreed, by all, that Chelsham & Farleigh Parish will not be commenting. 

14. GDPR update - Clerk advised that she will discuss updates in Octobers 
meeting. ACTION: Clerk. 

15. MH-P court case - Clerk advised that the court date has been set for 16th 
November 2018.  

16. Finance  

   Mrs. M. Richards                     September Salary          £925.00 

   Mrs. M Richards                     Salary backpay              £258.00 

   Mick Edwards                         Excavate ditch on          £480.00 

                                                   Bull Common                



   TreeRangers                            Tree work at Little         £810.00 

                                                    Common 

   Shred-it                                    Shredding of old papers £93.74 

     

It was agreed, by all, for the Clerks salary to be increased by 1 scale point as 
per NALC and SLCC salary scales for 2016-2018 and will be backdated to 
April.  

Clerks current scale is 20 @ £10.09 per hour x 20 x52 / 12 = £10,494.00 

Clerks proposed scale 21 @ £10.68per hour x 20 x 52 / 12 = £11,107.00 

So the increase per month will be 59p per hour which totals to £51.60 per 
month and £613.60 over the year. 

13. Correspondence - nothing to report 

14.  Urgent Matters for Noting for Future Agenda 

- It was agreed, by all, that the Clerk will write to Merton College re the Pond 
behind the stables, on Farleigh Court Road( leading up to Church Road). 
There are trees that need to be removed and general clear up works that need 
to take place as you can no longer see the pond and the area just looks in a 
poor state. David H asked Clerk to send him the details as he may know of 
someone who can look at what needs to be done and provide a quotation, to 
which the Clerk can then forward onto Merton College. ACTION: Clerk  

- It was noted that the bridal path from Ledgers Road to the crossroads is now 
overgrown, the one that goes down free fields. Clerk to contact SCC to see if 
they can cut back. ACTION: Clerk 

  

Signed…………………………………….      Dated………………………….


