Chelsham and Farleigh Parish Council              2026/041                                          
	


Minutes of a meeting of Chelsham and Farleigh Parish Council held on 13th April 2026 in Farleigh Hall, Farleigh Court Road at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr Jan Moore (in the Chair) Cllr Linda Fullerton-Batten Cllr Jeremy Pursehouse Cllr Chris Deefholts Cllr Steer 

In attendance: Samantha Head (Clerk) 

And 4 parishioners
 
The meeting commenced at 7.05pm

Apologies for absence
0396/0426 Cllr Andrews and Cllr Chambers had sent their apologies. These were received and accepted by members.  Cllr Anna Patel (TDC) had also sent her apologies. 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest by Councillors of personal pecuniary interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interests, and whether the member regards the interest to be prejudicial under the terms of the new Code of Conduct.  Anyone with prejudicial interest must, unless an exemption applies, or a dispensation has been issues, withdraw from the meeting.
None
Public participation
· It was noted that, with regard to the FOI made by the PC for planning application 2024/1325 and TDC’s statement that they are unable to provide the requested information due to it being a ‘live’ application, there is precedent with an application in Caterham.  Perhaps this could be used to appeal TDC’s decision?
· Re the email sent to TDC recently by the PC in respect of planning application 2025/1294, should this also be sent to the Planning Inspector now that an appeal has been lodged?
· Robin Bloore introduced himself as a current District Councillor and Parish Councillor (Warlingham).  He stated that he was standing in the upcoming election on 7th May for the Surrey County Council by election and also the East Surrey Council election.
· A South Croydon resident who has a horse stabled in Farleigh stated that they were attending this evening’s meeting to raise questions about the bridleways across Farleigh Common and the speed limit on the road.  He noted the legislation, currently being considered in Parliament, to set vehicle speeds when passing horses and riders.
To approve and sign the minutes of the previous council meeting held on 2nd March 2026
0397/0426 Members resolved that the minutes reflected a true and accurate record of 
the meeting held on 2nd March 2026.  They were duly signed by the Chair.
Officer’s report
· The fallen tree on Bull Green has been removed at a cost of £60. 
Matters arising (for information only)
None
Reports:
a) County Councillor
The ward is currently vacant.  There would be a by-election on 7th May.
b) District Councillors i) Jeremy Pursehouse, ii) Anna Patel, iii) Perry Chotai
i) Cllr Pursehouse outlined the new Planning Committee proposals.  In short, Cllr Pursehouse said that the Government was proposing to eviscerate planning committees’ powers.  There will be national scheme.  Any developments of 150+ homes will be called in for a decision by the government minister to decide.  Some actions currently delegated to officers will change. Applications requested to be put before the Planning Committee will need to be agreed by the Chief Planning Officer and Planning Committee Chair.  The objective of these changes is to get more houses built, particularly on the Green Belt.
ii) No report.  Cllr Patel has sent her apologies.
iii) No report.  Cllr Chotai had been invited to the meeting but had not responded.
Request from The Bull PH for horse rail on Chelsham Common
Ann from The Bull PH has made a request for permission to install a small horse tie bar on the edge of the common by the benches.  She says it would consist of a 3m (approx..) pole on two legs set approximately waist height.  This would be secured into the ground.  Ann is prepared to pay for it and maintain it.
It was noted that there had been a hitching rail before but it had fallen into disrepair and been removed.
An example hitching rail had been shown to members (this one would accommodate 4 horses – 2 on each side).  It must have metal tie up rings and baling twine on each of those for the horse’s safety.  
As the rail would be located on PC land, a sign should be erected saying that horses are tied up entirely at the owner’s risk.
There would also be a condition that the PC would reserve the right to have the rail removed should there be any issues around horse safety.
0398/0426 Members approved the request subject to the above suggestions.
Annual Parish Walkabout / Risk Assessment – dates to be agreed
0399/0426 Members agreed the following dates for the walkabout: 14th April – Ledgers Road, Bull Green and Chelsham Common – Cllrs Moore, Deefholts, Fullerton-Batten and Pursehouse. 20th April – Mill Common, Boys’ Club, Cherry Tree Cottages – Cllrs Fullerton-Batten and Andrews.
Request from Croydon Scouts to use Chelsham Common
As per the previous two years, the Scouts have requested permission to Chelsham Common for a day on 18th May.  They have provided details of their proposed event, a copy of their Risk Assessment and a copy of their PLI.
0400/0426 Members approved the request.
Exterior lights at St Mary’s Church and Hall
The lights along the path to the hall are new and working.  A sensor light at the front of the church and above the hall entrance would be helpful, especially in the winter months.
0401/0426 Members suggested that the PC may be minded to award a grant towards this work if the church submitted an application.
Parish Council Asset Register 2025-26
The Clerk had circulated an updated Asset Register for the last financial year.
0402/0426 Members received and accepted the Asset Register.
Chelsham Common
i) Resident correspondence – hedge removal and bonfires
The PC had received a number of complaints, both via email and in person, regarding the hedge that has been removed outside 2 Heathfield Cottage and the lighting of bonfires on the common.  The Chairman had advised the homeowners that bonfires were not permitted.  The homeowner’s son had replied that he had been informed that it was ok to have the bonfires.  Of the two emails received, the first was polite but both raised concerns regarding the destruction of PC property.
It was confirmed to the PC that it appeared that the hedges were on PC land and that, upon inspection of the title deeds, there were no easements registered in respect of 2 Heathfield Cottage nor the adjacent plot.  It was further advised that the owners could look to claim prescriptive rights to cross over PC land to reach the two plots.  However, it was a potential criminal offence to cut down the hedge / trees.
There was a wooden house on the adjacent plot that was condemned in the past and demolished. It was formerly owned by Ms Quinn but has been owned by the current owner since 2010.  Some local residents have stated that when the house was demolished, the easement was retracted.
The question asked was what the PC wanted to achieve – the remaining stumps would need to be properly removed and the hedge reinstated.  As well as the grassed area in front of the hedge. The aim would be for the area to look like the common again.
0403/0426 Members agreed to send a polite letter to the homeowner outlining the above.
ii) Trees on PC land behind 1 Heathfield Cottage
Many years ago, conifer trees had been planted on PC land behind 1 Heathfield Cottage on the corner of Chelsham Road and Ledgers Road.  They have subsequently been cut back (badly) by the current owner of 1 Heathfield Cottage.  Not only are they unsightly but there are concerns that they may be hazardous.
0404/0426 Members agreed that a letter to the current owner of 1 Heathfield Cottage should be sent, requesting a site meeting with the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk to discuss a way forward.
iii) Road sign – Chelsham Common Road
It had been reported that the road name sign on Chelsham Common Road, near to the junction with Chelsham Road, was damaged.  Since putting this on the agenda, the Clerk has reported it to TDC and it has been inspected and a new sign ordered.  TDC had advised the PC that it would likely take 8-10 weeks for delivery and installation.
Farleigh Common – resident correspondence regarding bridleways safety on and around common
The PC had received an email from a resident from South Croydon who has a horse stabled in Farleigh highlighting his concerns over the safety of the bridleways crisscrossing Farleigh Common, the recreational route that passes alongside Old Farleigh Road towards the entrance to the Golf Club and the bridleway crossings at Skid Hill and Jewel Hill.  He highlighted the Horse and Rider Safety Bill which is currently passing through Parliament and wonders what, if any, impact this could have on the speed limit across the common, noting particularly the point at which the bridleway crosses the road.
The resident was advised that Farleigh Common was not PC land and it belonged to Merton College and was leased to Surrey Wildlife Trust on a long lease.  The Chairman noted she had been with the former County Councillor, Becky Rush, on several occasions to look at the possibility of SCC doing something to help the situation.
It was suggested that new (and better) horse crossing signs could be installed.
Also, that the new SCCllr could be approached after the 7th May election and that the resident could also contact Merton College and SWT.
The resident was further advised that Skid Hill and Jewel Hill were not located within the parish.
Land North of Chelsham Road application - update
There were no further updates on this application.
Cllr Andrews however had drafted an email to send to the RSPB.
0405/0426 Members approved the draft to be sent.
Planning – to determine the Parish Council’s position on Appendix A:
TA/2026/89 Land at Fairchildes Farm, Fairchildes Road, Warlingham CR6 9PH
Change of use of land for dog walking with associated parking and fencing (retrospective)
0406/0426 Comment: No comment
TA/2026/285/TPO 3 West Parkside, Chelsham, Warlingham CR6 9PT
T1) – Lime – Reduce crown by approximately 1.8m to previous pruning points leaving a residual branch length of approximately 3.5-4m
0407/0426 Comment: The Parish Council leaves this decision to the tree officer.
Appeal: 6006830 TA/2025/1294 Beech Farm Road, Warlingham CR6 9QJ
Change of use of land to a private gypsy and traveller caravan site for 4 pitches, including parking.  Relocation of vehicular access to improve highway safety.
0408/0426 Members agreed to submit the email recently sent to TDC to the Planning Inspector.
Finance
i) Items for expenditure
· Vision ICT – website MOT: £145 plus Vat (to be ratified)
0409/0426 Members ratified this expenditure.
· Membrane (small section) and refresh of bark chippings on paths around the pond: £tbc
0410/0426 Members approved expenditure up to £500 and granted permission for the Clerk to agree work costing below that figure.
ii) Receive monthly bank reconciliations – to be signed by two councillors
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations to all councillors prior to the meeting.
0411/0426 Members received and accepted the bank reconciliations. These were signed and dated by two councillors.
iii) Receive monthly budget v actual Year to Date report
The Clerk had circulated the Budget v. Actual YTD reports prior to the meeting.
0412/0426 Members received the Budget v. YTD spend report.
iv) Payment of invoices:
Samantha Head                   Salary- March                                        £ 425.60
HMRC                                  PAYE and NI                                         £ 404.20
Vision ICT                            Website MOT                                         £174.00
Vision ICT                            Website / email hosting 26-27               £ 367.76
Down to Earth Trees Ltd      Tree work – Limpsfield Road                £ 2367.24
Tatsfield Aquatics Ltd          Gate – Mill Common                              £ 1796.16
Rialtas Ltd                           Annual software licence / maint.            £ 252.00
DM Payroll Services Ltd      Annual fee                                              £ 144.00
Streeter Marshall                 Funds on acct for LR searches              £ 200.00**
Lloyds Bank                         Fees – March                                         £ 4.25*
*already paid by DD
**to be ratified
0413/0426 Members approved the payments.
Meetings and Correspondence
None
Matters for reporting or inclusion in a Future Agenda or Reports for Facebook or press
· Farleigh Common Noticeboard – work needed – maximum quoted was £150 – members agreed for the work to proceed and be ratified at the next meeting
· APM – 27th April – the Chairman requested that everyone arrive by 18:15 to help set up and stay to clear up after.  Cllr Steer and Pat would make teas and coffees and clear up in the kitchen

The meeting closed at 8.55pm

The next Parish Council meeting would be held on 11th May 2026 at 7pm.
The next Planning Working Group meeting would be held on 5th May.
The APM would be held on 27th April at 7pm.
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