Chelsham and Farleigh Parish Council              2025/035                                           
	


Minutes of a meeting of Chelsham and Farleigh Parish Council held on 3rd November 2025 in Farleigh Hall, Farleigh Court Road at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr Jan Moore (in the Chair) Cllr Linda Fullerton-Batten Cllr Jeremy Pursehouse Cllr Chris Deefholts Cllr Alex Andrews Cllr Cindy Steer

In attendance: Samantha Head (Clerk) 
                         Cllr Anna Patel (at 7.30pm)

And 1 parishioner
The meeting commenced at 7.02pm

Apologies for absence
0333/1125 Cllr Chambers had sent his apologies.  These were received and accepted by members.
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest by Councillors of personal pecuniary interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interests, and whether the member regards the interest to be prejudicial under the terms of the new Code of Conduct.  Anyone with prejudicial interest must, unless an exemption applies, or a dispensation has been issues, withdraw from the meeting.
None
Public participation
· Re: TA/2025/615 – 1) has the TDC Tree Officer been contacted? 2) why wasn’t Surrey Wildlife Trust named as a statutory consultee on this application?
To approve and sign the minutes of the previous council meeting held on 6th October 2025
0334/1125 Members resolved that the minutes reflected a true and accurate record of 
the meeting held on 6th October 2025.  They were duly signed by the Chair.
Officer’s report
· The Clerk reported that she had followed up with the TDC Tree Officer in respect of TA/2025/615.  The Tree Officer is still awaiting the applicant’s update to the tree survey with a schedule and BS5837 categorisations before he would even be able to carry out a site visit to assess the impact on trees and before giving advice to the case officer.  He has confirmed that he will look at the PC’s concerns when he does.
· Trees Limpsfield Road – following a letter from Surrey Highways re 2x trees which they have assessed as hazards, the Clerk has contacted Highways to ask for precise locations.  The Clerk has also contacted Down to Earth Trees for a quote. 
· VAS – The Surrey officer is now back at work, however, he is still unable to climb ladders.  He confirmed how the VAS came to C&F – the unit was one that was used by Surrey Police Casualty Reduction Officers, and the officer had suggested a long-term loan to the Parish Council, as long as the PC supplied x2 batteries and charger.  The digital counter is not a true indicator as the unit only counts those vehicles exceeding 32mph.
· Holtwood – no responses have been received from the residents or TDC.  The PC is now waiting on dates from the contractor.  Once a date is confirmed, a letter will be sent to the residents and TDC advising them.
· The Clerk confirmed that the second half of the precept had been received.
Matters arising (for information only)
· BHA – Cllr Deefholts gave a brief update on a BHA runway 03 meeting he had attended:
· A trial live flight (rather than simulated) took place on 19/9/2025.
· Following this flight, the airport has received CAA approval to go ahead which will begin on 13/11/2025.
· It will be staggered and will begin with five based operators flying the route.
· The airport hopes to have NetJets included by the end of the year.
· In addition, the airport is also running safety analysis on whether it would be possible to enforce a later point to break from the Instrument Landing System (ILS) for aircraft that still have to conduct a circling approach to land on runway 03.
· Gatwick does not have any concerns about the new 03 approach as the new approach is a set route, so improves the situation for Gatwick as the movement of the aircraft is predictable. 
· Farleigh Court Road – pond / moat – Cllr Moore has contacted Merton College’s new bursar regarding the condition of the moat / pond.  She is due to meet with her on 4th November to discuss.
· Hillview Manor Park / Highview – update – 5x enforcement officers and police are scheduled to carry out an assessment on 6th November.
Reports:
a) County Councillor
None
b) District Councillors i) Jeremy Pursehouse, ii) Anna Patel, iii) Perry Chotai
i) Cllr Pursehouse reported that under the LGR, Surrey will be split into 2 Unitary Authorities (East and West).  For the Warlingham division will move from 8x representatives at district and county level to 2x.  Cllr Pursehouse declared that he will stand for election for the new UA.  It is not yet known where the new offices for the UAs will be based. The elections for the shadow UA will be held in May 2026.  The new shadow UA will be funded (80%) by the existing districts / borough and county councils. These funds have already been set aside.  Parish Council elections will not be affected.  At present the new East Surrey UA appears to be ‘safe’ from the unserviceable debts held by Woking and Spelthorne councils.  TDC is withdrawing from the group of 9x councils who wanted a 3x UA split.  Should the Government announce that there will be a Strategic mayor, the election will be held in May 2027.
It should be noted that Tandridge is the only fully parished district or borough council in East Surrey.  The next NAC meeting will be held on 5th November.  Lots of district and borough councils are now rushing to undertake community engagement over the formation of parish councils.  It appears that PCs are set to become more important and this will need to be reflected in the precept and the workload they take on.
TDC has employed an Article 4 officer. This officer will, in the first instance, concentrate on HMOs. Then the officer will look at Article 4 issues relating to the countryside.
Local Plan – this will not be finalised before the UA comes into force.
ii) Cllr Patel said that she had no update for C&F.  Mostly she attends committee meetings which always fall on dates after the PC meeting.  She did recently attend the Audit and Scrutiny Committee; however, the main auditor was absent and lots of questions remain unanswered.
iii) There was no report. 
Surrey County Council – consultation to reduce the speed limit to 40mph along Limpsfield Road (between The Ridge and High Lane)
Details of this consultation were circulated to the council on 10th October. The Parish Council expressed support for this proposal, although queried the value of extending the speed limit reduction along the entire length of the Limpsfield Road.  It was felt that the current speed limit should stand from just past Beech Farm Road to The Ridge and that it would be more valuable to improve the cycle lane.
0335/1125 Members requested that the Clerk draft and submit a comment on behalf of the Parish Council which reflected the above comments.
Correspondence from DAC Beachcroft re Insurance Claim
Cllr Andrews gave the following update: a tree fell from PC land onto private property (an outbuilding) causing damage.  This outbuilding contained asbestos in the roof.  The PC’s insurance cover did not include asbestos cover.  DAC Beachcroft had been instructed by the owners of the property.  The PC’s loss adjustor had determined the PC had liability.  The PC has asked for evidence of the damage and costs.  So far, the PC has only received an estimate of the costs, but these fail to isolate the asbestos related costs.  The PC has asked its loss adjustor for a report which it has declined to provide.  The options left are either to continue to push for sight of the loss adjustor’s report or to insist on invoice for works carried out or try to settle this by offering to pay the asbestos element of the claim (£1200).
0336/1125 Members agreed to attempt to settle this by offering £1200 for the asbestos element of the claim.  It was further agreed that if this offer was accepted, payment could be made and ratified at the next meeting.
Deed of Easement request – Mill House
The Parish Council has received a request from the solicitor representing the Mill House estate.  They are requesting a Deed of Easement to the owner of the property to exercise a right of way over the access road leading to the garages that fall within the title of Mill House.
Cllr Deefholts suggested he could contact a solicitor who may be able to represent the PC
Parish Council meeting dates for 2026
The following meeting dates were proposed for 2026: 5th January, 2nd February, 2nd March, 13th April (moved due to Easter Monday), 11th May (moved due to the bank holiday), 1st June, 6th July, 7th September, 5th October, 2nd November, 7th December. 
0337/1125 Members agreed to the above meeting dates for 2026.
Land North of Chelsham Road application - update
It is likely that this application will come in front of the planning committee on 11th December.  Cllr Andrews offered to speak in the PC’s 3-minute presentation slot.  The Clerk would notify TDC of this once the agenda has been published.  Members asked what Warlingham PC’s position was on this and whether a PCllr would represent them at the planning committee meeting.
0338/1125 Members agreed to consult with Steve Tilbury re the wording for the presentation. 
Planning – to determine the Parish Council’s position on Appendix A:
TA/2025/1138 Orchard House, The Holt, Church Lane, Chelsham, Warlingham CR6 9PG
Lawful Development Certificate (proposed).  Stationing of a mobile home to provide ancillary residential accommodation to the existing dwelling.
0339/1125 Comment: We observe that the mobile home is intended to serve as an ancillary structure to the existing dwelling; however, since it is a permanent installation, we question whether it requires a full planning application instead of a Lawful Development Certificate (LDC).  Given its considerable distance from the main house, we also question the practicality of using facilities in the main residence.  The proposed illustration suggests the mobile home could function independently, as the floor plan includes two bedrooms, a bathroom, and living, kitchen and dining areas – features that are characteristic of a separate dwelling, which would not be acceptable.  We question if it can be classed as a mobile home due to the design and its height.  Additionally, there is no explanation provided for how the mobile home supports the use of the main house.  We are further concerned that in allowing this proposal, it may set a precedence.
TA/2025/1124/TPO Street Record, Beech Farm Road, Warlingham
Please refer to photos provided.  T4 European Beech -///petal.huma.major TQ384572 – fell to ground level.  T7 European Beech -///blows.theme.warm TQ384570 – reduce height of limb to 5.0m. 
0340/1125 Comment: We request that the Tree Officer from the District Council carries out an on-site investigation and approves the intended work before it is carried out.
TA/2025/1227 5 Henley Wood, Chelsham Common, Chelsham, Warlingham CR6 9PB
Lawful Development Certificate (proposed).  Construction of a flat roof rear dormer to the existing roof to provide additional habitable accommodation within the loft, together with installation of rooflights to the front roof slope.
0341/1125 Comment: No comment.  Tandridge District Council to determine whether all conditions for approval are met.
Finance
i) Items for expenditure:
· Supply bark chippings and labour to spread on paths by pond: £250
Members deferred a decision on the bark chippings until next year.
ii) Agree to engage planning consultant to advise on planning issues
It was noted that TDC has allocated more funds towards enforcement.  It was proposed that perhaps the PC should engage the services of the planning consultant to review the issues with certain sites in the parish and draft a letter / comment to TDC.
Members felt this may not be needed at this time.
iii) Receive monthly bank reconciliations – to be signed by two councillors
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations to all councillors prior to the meeting.
0342/1125 Members received and accepted the bank reconciliations. These were signed and dated by two councillors.
iv) Receive monthly budget v actual Year to Date report
The Clerk had circulated the Budget v. Actual YTD reports prior to the meeting.
0343/1125 Members received the Budget v. YTD spend report.
v) Draft budget 2026-27 – to review and comment
Members broadly agreed with the proposed budget.  Cllr Moore proposed to increase budget line 4000 to cover ad hoc hours needed for the Clerk to complete work required by the PC.
0344/1125 Members agreed to the Chairman’s proposal and requested the Clerk adjust the budget.
Cllr Pursehouse confirmed that the cost for the CCTV cameras would be covered by TDC. 
vi) Payment of invoices:
Samantha Head                   Salary                                                      £ 425.60
Lloyds Bank                         Fees - August                                          £ 4.25*
Lloyds Bank                         Fees – September                                   £ 4.25*
Samantha Head                   Expenses – wreaths                                £ 44.48**
Vision ICT                            New Cllr email                                         £ 14.00
*already paid by DD
**to be ratified
0345/1125 Members approved the payments.
Meetings and Correspondence
· Thanks received from Warlingham Parish Council for this year’s library grant.  It was noted that Cllr Steer had offered to take over as library liaison.
· Warlingham Library – exhibition on 11th November, following which the library would be closed for 5 weeks for the first stage of the redevelopment.
· The Bull PH had contacted the PC with a request for a sign to be affixed to the PC’s gate.
Matters for reporting or inclusion in a Future Agenda or Reports for Facebook or press
· A reminder from the Chairman to send the Clerk holiday dates for 2026.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm

The next Planning Working Group meeting would be held on 24th November 2025 at 5.30pm.
The next Parish Council meeting would be held on 1st December 2025 at 7pm.
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