Chelsham and Farleigh Parish Council              2025/030                                           
	


Minutes of a meeting of Chelsham and Farleigh Parish Council held on 2nd June 2025 in Farleigh Hall, Farleigh Court Road at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr Jan Moore (in the Chair) Cllr Barbara Lincoln Cllr Jeremy Pursehouse Cllr Neil Chambers Cllr Chris Deefholts

In attendance: Samantha Head (Clerk) Cllr Anna Patel (TDC) (arrived at 7.25pm)

And 0 parishioners
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm

Apologies for absence
0287/0625 Cllrs Alex Andrews and Linda Fullerton-Batten had sent their apologies.  These were received an accepted by members. Cllr Perry Chotai (TDC) had sent his apologies.
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest by Councillors of personal pecuniary interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interests, and whether the member regards the interest to be prejudicial under the terms of the new Code of Conduct.  Anyone with prejudicial interest must, unless an exemption applies, or a dispensation has been issues, withdraw from the meeting.
None
Public participation
None
To approve and sign the minutes of the previous council meeting held on 12th May 2025
0288/0625 Members resolved that the minutes reflected a true and accurate record of 
the meeting held on 12th May 2025.  They were duly signed by the Chair.
Officer’s report
· The Clerk noted that she had submitted the VAT reclaim for 2024-25 to HMRC.
· The Clerk reported that she had submitted the CIL return to TDC for 2024-25 but she believed there had been an error in the reporting system.  She was following this up.
Matters arising (for information only)
· Cllr Moore noted that the Planning Training at TDC had been very interesting.  She had thanked TDC for organising and requested further training with focus on more specific aspects of planning. 
Reports:
a) County Councillor
None
b) District Councillors i) Jeremy Pursehouse, ii) Anna Patel, iii) Perry Chotai
i) Cllr Pursehouse gave an update on the Local Government Reorganisation.  Following formal submissions on 9th May, still waiting on feedback / further information.  SCC has decided to set up some Local Community Boards to make the consultation regarding LGR more local.  This action is meant for non-parished areas and Tandridge is the only fully parished area in East Surrey but Tim Oliver (leader, SCC) has decided on a pilot for Tandridge which TDC has supported.  Boards as not elected but appointed and the idea is to have the same number of boards as UAs.
ii) None
iii) None
c)  Henry Smith – Charity in Need Meeting – report
Cllr Moore attended a Trustee meeting of the Chelsham, Farleigh and Warlingham Relief in Need Charity and Beynon’s Educational Foundation on 19th May.  Anna Patel had sent apologies saying she was no longer the TDC representative.  Ed Ralph from Warlingham PC was not present.  The Vicar, Rev. Michelle Edmonds, chaired the meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to decide on the distribution of the funds from both charities.  Amounts for local schools decreased on last year’s figures and increased amounts were allocated to CA Tandridge District and Caterham Food Bank.  Rev. Michelle Edmonds also allocated some monies to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund to help a local family.  Total allocations = £7,000.  The next meeting would be 8th December. 
Exterior Lighting at St. Mary’s Hall
Representatives from St. Mary’s Church had agreed to meet with their electrician.  Cllr Moore would attend that meeting to discuss lighting options. 
C&F PC – potential transfer of TDC Community Assets
Cllrs Moore and Deefholts attended a meeting for PCs in May.  A summary of this meeting had been circulated to all members.  It was noted that C&F had a limited number of assets.  Questions regarding the possible transfer of these assets to C&F PC had been put to TDC and responses had been received earlier in the day.  These would be sent to all Cllrs.  It was confirmed that the PC would not have to pay TDC’s legal costs, only their own.
Members discussed the merits and pitfalls of taking on the x3 assets in the parish.  A major concern for the PC is the ongoing costs of the tree work in Puplet Wood.  
Cllr Moore asked what the benefit to the PC would be taking over the woods.
A proposal was made to continue to pursue all three assets until the PC was clear on how much it would cost the PC to maintain them, how this would affect the precept (i.e., increasing the precept) and then consult with the parish.
Cllr Pursehouse advised that the PC seeks a face-to-face meeting with Ricky Prior at TDC.
Planning – to determine the Parish Council’s position on Appendix A:
TA/2025/544  3 Lodge Walk, Chelsham, Warlingham CR6 9PS
Conversion and elevation alteration of garage.  Erection of rear single storey conservatory.
0289/0625 Comment: As this is in the Green Belt, so long as the volume of the original dwelling does not increase more than 40% in volume, the Parish Council has no objection.
APP/W2275/W/25/3358947 Covers Quarry, Westerham, Kent
Appeal against a refusal to grant planning permission for the stabilisation and restoration of Covers Farm Quarry using imported engineering materials to restore the site to grassland, including landscape planting and an ecological receptor area together with a temporary road and ancillary buildings.  (Planning Application Reference: SE/18/3435)
0290/0625 Members agreed to submit a comment reiterating its previous comments objecting to this application.
Finance
i) Receive the Internal Auditor’s report and recommendations
The Clerk had circulated the full report.  There were no matters to report.
0291/0625 Members received and accepted the auditor’s recommendations.
ii) Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Approval of Annual Governance Statement for AGAR 2024-25
0292/0625 It was resolved to approve the Annual governance Statements for the 2024-25 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).  All boxes were ticked appropriately, and the AGAR was signed as indicated by the Chairman and the Clerk.
iii) Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Approval of Annual Accounts and Annual Return for AGAR 2024-25
0293/0625 It was resolved to approve the Annual Accounts for the 2024-25 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).  The AGAR was signed and dated by the Chairman.
iv) Receive monthly bank reconciliations – to be signed by two councillors
The Clerk is currently completing the paperwork for the external auditor and cannot move from the 24-25 accounts to 25-26.  Reconciliation reports will be provided at the next meeting.
v) Receive monthly budget v actual Year to Date report
As for item 11 iv.
vi) Payment of invoices:
Samantha Head                        Salary                                               £ 456.00
Warlingham Park Bowls Club   Grant                                                 £ 250.00
Golden Spruce Tree Surgeon   Tree work Warlingham Park Prep     £ 850.00*
Clear Councils                          Insurance renewal                             £ 603.58*
*payments to be ratified
0294/0625 Members approved the payments.
Meetings and Correspondence
· A query from The Bull PH – when will Chelsham Common be cut.
Matters for reporting or inclusion in a Future Agenda or Reports for Facebook or press
· To set up a WhatsApp group for the Planning Working Group.  Its next meeting will be 30th June.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm
The next meeting would be held on 7th July 2025 at 7pm
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