
 Chelsham & Farleigh Parish Council 

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council of Chelsham & Farleigh held 
on Monday 5th December 2022 at 7:00pm at Farleigh Hall 

Attendees: Cllr Jan Moore - Chairman 
  Cllr Lesley Brown 
  Cllr Neil Chambers 
  Cllr Barbara Lincoln 
  Cllr Jeremy Pursehouse - Parish & District Councillor 

  Mrs Maureen Gibbins - Parish Clerk & RFO 
————————————————————————————————— 

M I N U T E S  

1. Apologies for absence 
 Cllrs Peter Cairns and Nancy Marsh 

   2. Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest by Councillors of personal   
 pecuniary interests  in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interests,   
 and whether the member regards the interest to be prejudicial under the   
 terms of the new Code of Conduct. Anyone with prejudicial interest must,   
 unless an exception applies, or a dispensation has been issued, withdraw   
 from the meeting. There was no specific declaration of interest although all the  
 Councillors have an interest in the area due to living in the Parish  

3. A period of fifteen minutes is available for the public to express a view or   
 ask a question on relevant matters on the following agenda. 
 There was one member of the public in attendance to thank the Parish Council for  
 their speedy reaction and response to the Biggin Hill application.   

4 To approve the minutes of the council meetings held on 7th November 2022  
 The minutes of the meeting held on 7th November were agreed and signed by the 

Chairman. 

5. Matters arising not raised elsewhere in the agenda 
 i) The Bull -  There was discussion regarding the letter sent to the resident in  

 respect of the sign on the approach road to The Bull.  The Parish Council  
 resolved to consult a solicitor concerning the legality of removing the sign  
 which is on both parish land and the residents land.  

 CLERK 

6. County & District Councillor Reports 
 There was no report received from the County Councillor 
 District Cllr Jeremy Pursehouse - reported he serves on a committee which   
 looks at ways of saving money.   It is becoming likely that the District Council will 
 possibly be able to raise the council tax by 3% for the 2023/24 financial year.  The  
 budget is coming in £3/4million light; the Planning Department is catching up on  
 the backlog and other departments are endeavouring to save money.  Parish   



 Councils have been approached regarding the Bring Banks (recycling) and the   
 funding of the same.  Consideration is also being given to the possibility of  
 reducing the number of times grass cutting on TDC land is undertaken.  There   
 ensued discussion regarding cost cutting and fund raising opportunities. 

7. Highview 
 Cllr Pursehouse reported that another concrete slab has been installed on the site 

entrance. There was nothing further to report 

8. Commons 
 * Chelsham Common -  Cllr Brown circulated the wording for the sign to be   
    erected on the gate to Ledgers Road and Chelsham Common Road.  The wording      
           was approved and the sign will be made and erected,  
 * Holt Wood - Cllr Pursehouse has had keys cut for the gate.  One will be held by    
    TDC and there other will be held by the Chairman of Chelsham & Farleigh PC.   
    A letter of thanks was received from the residents to plots 1 and 2 of Holt Wood  
    for the funding towards the replanting of the trees.  
 * Farleigh Common - The Clerk will contact the resident who telephoned  
    regarding horse riding on the common. The post for the Farleigh Common sign  
    needs to be repaired although remains sound enough so as not to be a hazard to   
    pedestrians. 
  * Mill Common - There was nothing to report 

9. Grit Bins & Salt - Cllr Cairns will be checking the salt level of the grit bins.  The 
Parish own one grit bin at Scotshall Road.  The appropriate grit may need to be 
purchased to replenish this bin. 

 There was suggestion of a grit bin to be installed on the corner of Chelsham Road 
and Chelsham Common Road. It was resolved that bin would be purchased at a 
cost of £73 + VAT. 

 CLERK 

10. Handyman - There were 3 applications received. Discussion ensued regarding the 
applicants and it was agreed the Chairman will contact all three applicants and  

 invite the more suited applicant(s) to the January council meeting.   
 Cllr Moore 

11. CIL - Bins and pond. General discussion ensued regarding the litter on the 
common and it was suggested that dog walkers should be encouraged to litter pick 
when dog walking.   This would be in addition to walkers also litter picking. 

12. Trees at Cherry Tree Cottage - It was agreed to consider this item at the January 
2023 Council meeting. 

13. Library - There was nothing to report although the Warm Hub is up and running.  

14. Neighbourhood Plan - (JP) 
 Cllr Moore attended the meeting at Warlingham and received an update from TDC 

Officer Vivienne Riddle on the possible feasibility of a Neighbourhood Plan.  A 



number of questions were raised for which replies and more details are awaited.  
There was discussion regarding the costs of implementing a Neighbourhood Plan. 
which vary depending on complexity.  The consensus was to only go forwards if 
funding is available and the outcome is what is required. 

15. Clerk Appointment - Samantha Head is being appointed as the new Parish Clerk 
for C & FPC commencing on 12th December. Majority of the councillors were 
involved in the appointment.   Informal meeting with the Clerk and Chairman on 
9th December. Payroll and Banking systems are being updated. 

16.  Clerk Parish Phone - Parish Phone and new number to be identified and  
 implemented.  It was resolved to provide a budget of £100 for the new parish 

phone.  

17. AONB & ACV - Cllr Chambers confided there is a Surrey Hills Board meeting on 
12th December at which time there will be an update. 

18. Planning 
 Save Warlingham Green Belt - Cllr Pursehouse left the meeting whilst this item 

was discussed as he will be speaking to this issue at the TDC planning meeting.   
 Following discussion it was agreed Cllr Chambers will draft a response for  
 approval by Council prior to submitting to TDC by the Clerk. 

 TA/2022/916 
 Proposed conversion of buildings to provide 2 x 4 bed, 2 x 3 bed and 1 x 2 bed 

houses with associated parking, landscaping, package treatment plant and 
removal of hardstanding and telecommunications mast. (Alternative  

 development to that approved under reference TA/2016/553) 
 Beech Farm, Beech Farm Road, Warlingham CR6 9QJ 
 Comment: The Parish Council was unable to view the plans as the TDC site was 

not accessible however the Parish Council objects to the building in the green belt.  
If the Officer is minded to approve additional planting should be implemented 

 TA/2022/1545/TPO 
 T17) - Ash - Fell to ground level. T24) - Ash - Fell to ground level. T25) -Ash - 

Fell to ground level. G5) - Group of 8 Ash - 6 large and 2 young - Fell to 
ground level. T41) - and T43 Ash - Fell to ground level. T42) - Dead Field 
Maple - Fell to ground level. T44) - Maple - Fell to ground level. T45) - Ash - 
Fell to ground level. T46) - Beech - Reduce crown by 3m. T47) - Black Poplar 
- Pollard to 15m in height. T48) - Ash - Fell to ground level. G13) - Ash - 3 x 
large roadside - Fell to ground level. T55) - Beech - Reduce crown on roadside 
by 3-4m. T56) Beech - Reduce crown back from road by 3-4m and raise 
crown to provide clearance from road/ground. T64) - Beech - Reduce decayed 
lower limbs towards fence by 3-4m. Reduce roadside crown by 2-3m.  T65) - 
Sycamore - Reduce crown on roadside by 4-5m and raise crown to provide 4-
5m clearance from road/ground. T66) - Beech - Reduce roadside of crown by 
3-4m to reduce crown weight. T67) - Beech - Reduce crown back from road 



by 3-4m and raise crown to provide 5m clearance from road/ground. T68) - 
Beech - Reduce crown back from road by 3-4m and raise crown to provide 
5m clearance from road/ground. T69) - Beech - Reduce crown back from 
road by 2-3m and raise crown to provide 5m clearance from road/ground. 
T70) - Black Poplar - Pollard to 15m in height. T72) - Sycamore - Fell to 
ground level. T73) - Beech - Reduce crown of roadside tree by 3-4m.  

 Beech Farm, Beech Farm Road, Warlingham CR6 9QJ 
 Comment: The Parish Councillors leave to TDC Arboriculturist. 

 It was proposed and agreed to appoint Cllr Neil Chambers to the Planning   
 Working Group 

19. Budget 2023/24 
 i)  Propose to approve the 2023/24 budget - It was resolved to adopt the   

 2023/24 budget which had been previously.  
 ii) Proposal to approve the precept for 2023/24. It was resolved to approve  

 the recommended precept of £20,246.46 for the year 2023/24. 

20. Grant Application 
 Lunch for the older People - the application received from St Christophers re-

questing a donation of £200 was approved.   The Clerk will action the payment. 
 CLERK 

21. Finance  - the invoices were approved for settlement  
  Payment of invoices 
  Mrs M Gibbins   Clerk Salary             £    346.74 
  Mrs M Gibbins   Telephone            £        6.55 
 Farleigh Hall    Hall Hire            £      60.00 

 It was agreed for the Clerk’s final salary in the sum of £538.54 including 
holiday pay and the quarterly PAYE/NI payment in the sum of £308 to be 
paid on 20th December 2022. 

Future Agendas  
Update Standing Orders 
Update  Financial Regulations  

At the Parish Council meeting held on 16th January 2023, members resolved by  
unanimous vote to make the following amendments to the minutes of the meeting  
held on 5th December 2022: 
• Members agreed to change the heading ‘agenda’ to ‘minutes’. 
• Members agreed to correct draft minutes item 21, ‘it was agreed for the Clerk’s 
final salary in the sum of £538.54 including holiday pay and the quarterly PAYE/ 
NI payment in the sum of £308 to be paid on 20th December’.  The figures quoted  
should read £378.54 and £268.00 respectively.


